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The Presidency/Hugh Sidey
“

Getting to Know Androp_ov |

R arely a day goes by now that there is not a reference to Yuri Andropovinthe !
President’s morning intelligence report. Fragments from spies, diplomats, !
generals and businessmen are eagerly coliected and fitted into the giant mosaic
that American experts are assembling. As Ronald Reagan prepares to do psy- X
chological battle over the deployment of nuclear missiles in Europe, no task is
more important than understanding the mind of this protagonist.
The files in the veiled recesses of the Kremlin bulge with material on Reagan.
The Soviets know everything from the size of his biceps to the way he conducts
himself at closed-door meetings. By contrast, US. intelligence analysts do not_
even know whether Andropov drinks vodka. The Soviet leader at this point is Lit-
tle more than a neat, dark blue suit filled with cold air..But we have made a start
in putting some fiesh and blood under the suit <. ¢~ — - RS
He has a singular stoop that forces-his chin down, perhaps the result-of an
-injury. Part of his right evebrow.is missing. His »oice is middie range. Hedoes not -
: . ___wmagremce @ppear weak, nor does he appear ro-: - |
. ~bust. He has a gracious manner with-.
strangers. His handclasp is firm, his"
hair gray. He is less bulky than the |
: "Soviet leader, ~but--not: s+
. - -We.are.not certain of his height- .
A5 1.:10'in. 'or 11 in) or his weight - -
<(possibly -180). We are notabsolotely. -
~sure who his parents were, how much :
| “schooling he had (he apparentlynev--- -
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'vt‘om&vietciﬂnnt magazine Andro-e’

mself andicates he is not physicall
Past suggest some bad health proba- -
th:Leonid Brezhnev in his '
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»:shadowy Hofburg Palace is a classic: Andropovis not likely 1o be 0 mdd}yb'i-:: .
dence suggests no pronounced indulgences {like Brezhnev's.cars 2nd, guns), .
instead, a !m‘lifeasyyle and an abhorrence of oﬁmlbmrupuon R egtrond
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that he would wait to see what Andropov did before he judged the man, . - |
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